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Agenda 
Kinston City Council 

City Hall · 207 East King Street 
Tuesday, January 5, 2021 

5:30 pm 
   

This meeting will be held electronically in Zoom format and viewed at 
 https://www.facebook.com.KinstonCityHall 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
Call to Order-------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mayor Don Hardy 
 
Prayer---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mayor Don Hardy 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Adoption of the Agenda  
 If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, the Motion to add or delete an item will 
 be entertained prior to Adoption of the Agenda. 
Motion/Second 
 

CITIZEN COMMENT 
Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions will be contacted by a member of the Governing 

Body or by appropriate City Staff. 
 

There are no in-person comments permitted. 
Please visit www.ci.kinston.nc.us/alertcenter.aspx to complete and submit a Citizen Comment 

Form.  
 
 

MINUTES 
 
Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held Monday, December 7, 2020--
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Debra Thompson 
Motion/Second 
 

ACTION AGENDA 
 

1. Consider approval of the purchase of a vehicle for the Fire and Rescue Department for 
the amount of $32,616-----------------------------------------------------------Damien Locklear 

Motion/Second 
 

INFORMATION AND UPDATES 
 

1. Fire and Rescue Intern-----------------------------------------------------------Damien Locklear 
 

https://www.facebook.com.kinstoncityhall/
http://www.ci.kinston.nc.us/alertcenter.aspx
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2. Mural Project Update-----------------------------------------------------------------Marcia Perritt 
 

3. Downtown Historic District Expansion Update----------------------------------Marcia Perritt 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

1. Consider authorizing the recruitment of vacant positions within the Public Services 
Department-------------------------------------------------------------------------Rhonda Barwick 
 

2. Consider authorizing the recruitment of vacant positions within the Parks and Recreation 
Department------------------------------------------------------------------------------Corey Povar 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

Closed Session pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 143-318.11(a) (6); Personnel  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 



City of Kinston

City Council Agenda

Meeting Date: Tuesday, January 05, 2021

Agenda Section: Action Agenda

Agenda Item: Other

Action Requested: Approve Request

Agenda Item to be Considered

Presenter: Damien Locklear, Fire Chief

Subject: Staff Vehicle Request

Supporting Documentation: Local Government Bid Price (Deacon Jones Ford)

pi jzhaho City Manager’s ApprovalDepartment Head’s Approval

Budgetary Impact: Budgetary Action Required

Staff Recommendation: Consideration for vehicle purchase to replace Unit 609.
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KinstonCity of Kinston
Department of Fire & Rescue
P. 0. Box 339 / 401 E Vernon Ave
Kinston, North Carolina 28502

Phone: (252) 939-3222 / Fax: (252)939-3157
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Damien Locklear, Fire Chief

Memorandum

Tony Sears, City ManagerTo:

Damien Locklear, Fire ChiefFrom:

December 30, 2020Date:

Vehicle RequestSubject:

Background:

In recent the department received notification that the projected repair for Unit 609 (2011 Dodge Ram 1500)

will exceed $8,000. The price of this vehicle at the time of purchase was $28,660.09 and current maintenance
cost associated to date is $11,833.51. This unit is utilized for daily fire inspections and emergency response.

During flooding, tropical storm, or hurricane events, Unit 609 serves as an additional Battalion or paired with a

rescue boat team depending on the severity of the event.

Unit 681 assigned to me has been reassigned to fill the void of Unit 609 to remain efficient with daily

operations. Currently, I utilize my personal vehicle for responses intermittently during and after business hours

as needed.

I have attached a quote from Deacon Jones Ford for your consideration. This quote is based on local

government bid pricing and is listed at $32,616.

Action Requested:

Vehicle purchase

Attachments:

Quote from Deacon Jones Ford

Revised 7-19-2016KDFR-F72



City of Kinston 

City Council Agenda 

Meeting Date: Tuesday, January 05, 2021 

Agenda Section: Information and Update 

Agenda Item: Other 

Action Requested: None

A enda Item to be Considered 

Presenter: Damien Locklear, Fire Chief 

Subject: Intern Program 

Supporting Documentation: Memo 

Department Head's Approval '})j_ 12hi,/zoza 

Budgetary Impact: 

City Manager's Approval ____ _ 

Staff Recommendation: . 

, I 
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City of Kinston 
Department of Fire & Rescue 

P. O. Box 339 / 401 E Vernon Ave 
Kinston, North Carolina 28502 

Phone:  (252) 939-3222 / Fax:  (252) 939-3157 

 

 Damien Locklear, Fire Chief 

 

 

Memorandum 

To:                Tony Sears, City Manager 

From:            Damien Locklear, Fire Chief 

Date:             December 31, 2020 

Subject:         Glenn Dawson, Intern  

 

Background: 

Glenn Dawson represents the first intern for the City of Kinston Department of Fire & Rescue.  He started on 
November 30, 2020.  Mr. Dawson is age 17 and attends Kinston High School.  The focus of this internship 
program will be to introduce Mr. Dawson to the fire service through training, certification classes, and 
emergency responses, along with exposure to each level of the organization.  This experience will be both 
beneficial to Mr. Dawson and Kinston FD.  He will be an advocate for the department as he shares his 
experience with his peers in school and our local residents.  This in itself is a means of recruitment as Mr. 
Dawson shares his understanding of the opportunities that are available through local government right here in 
Kinston.  

 

Action Requested: 

None 

Attachments: 

Introduction Video              

 



 

 

City of Kinston 

City Council Agenda  

 
 

Meeting Date: Tuesday, January 05, 2021 

 

 
Agenda Section:  Information and Updates 

 

Agenda Item:      Information Only 

 

Action Requested:    No Action Requested 

 

 

Agenda Item to be Considered 

Presenter:  Marcia Perritt  

Subject:  Mural Project Update  

Supporting Documentation: None.  

 

        Department Head’s Approval ___________                          City Manager’s Approval ____________ 

 

 

Budgetary Impact:     Choose an item.       

 

Staff Recommendation: 
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City of Kinston 

City Council Agenda  

 
 

Meeting Date: Tuesday, January 05, 2021 

 

 
Agenda Section:  Information and Updates 

 

Agenda Item:      Information Only 

 

Action Requested:    No Action Requested 

 

 

Agenda Item to be Considered 

Presenter:  Marcia Perritt  

Subject:  Downtown Historic District Expansion  

Supporting Documentation: None.  

 

        Department Head’s Approval ___________                          City Manager’s Approval ____________ 

 

 

Budgetary Impact:     Choose an item.       

 

Staff Recommendation: 

 

12-30
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MINUTES  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2020 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minutes 

Kinston City Council 

City Hall · 207 East King Street 

Monday, December 7, 2020 

Regular Meeting at 5:30 pm  

 

This meeting was held electronically in Zoom format and viewed at 

https://www.facebook.com/KinstonCityHall   
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Tony Sears, City Manager apologized to those tuning in for the delay due to technical 

difficulties. 

 

Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 6:04 pm. 

 

Councilmember Sammy Aiken delivered the prayer, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

CITIZEN COMMENT 

Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions will be contacted by a member of the Governing 

Body or by appropriate City Staff. 

 

There are no in-person comments permitted.   

Please visit:   www.ci.kinston.nc.us/FormCenter/City-Clerk-Forms-11/Citizens-Comments-110  

to complete and submit a Citizen Comment Form. 

 
 

There were no citizen comments. 

 

Council Member Roll Call 

 

Present:  Councilmembers Sammy Aiken, Antonio Hardy, Kristal Suggs, Robert Swinson, and 

Mayor Pro Tem Felicia Solomon. 

 

Also Present:  Tony Sears, City Manager and James Cauley, City Attorney 

 

Adoption of the Agenda 
  
If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, the Motion to add or delete an item will be entertained 

prior to Adoption of the Agenda. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Solomon made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a 

roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson, and Mayor Pro Tem 

Solomon – Yes) of [5-0], the agenda was adopted.   
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MINUTES 
 

Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held on December 7, 2020 ----  

Debra Thompson 

 

Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a 

roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson, and Mayor Pro Tem 

Solomon – Yes) of [5-0], the minutes were approved. 

 
 

ACTION AGENDA 

 

1.  Conduct a Public Hearing for a Conditional Use Permit-First Floor Residential at 217 

N. Queen Street and Adopt an Ordinance to Approve the Conditional Use Permit --------  

Adam Short 

 

Adam Short, Director of Planning, Inspections, and Code Enforcement presented a request 

from Streamline Developers to acquire a Conditional Use Permit to operate residential units 

on the first-floor level in our downtown Central Business District.  Zoning to the North, 

South, and East is also B-2 (Central Business District) and uses include office, other 

commercial vacant properties, and general retail space.  The Planning Board has reviewed this 

and recommended approval of the items.   

 

Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Hardy and upon 

a roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson and Mayor Pro Tem 

Solomon-Yes) of [5-0], the motion to enter into a public hearing was approved. 

 

Mayor Hardy opened the Public Hearing at 6:11 pm. 

 

Jordan Maroules, Streamline Developers (CUP applicant) was present to speak in favor of and 

was sworn in by the City Clerk. 

 

Jordan Maroules stated that they were seeking the permit for the downtown remodel of the 

217 N. Queen Street building.  This is for two condos downstairs with the front-facing portion 

of the building on Queen Street to remain a commercial use, and two additional condos on the 

second floor as well.  Mr. Maroules shared his screen with the presentation from last month of 

what the expectations of the building were.  Councilmember Aiken asked if the ingress/egress 

of the building met the qualifications of the Fire Department.  Mr. Short responded that was 

cleared as part of the permitting process, this is for the use itself.  Based on initial review and 

discussions with the Building Department, it seems to comply.  He stated that they still have 

to go through the permitting process and there would be comments as part of that.  The way it 

is presented is not beyond anything that cannot be worked.  Mr. Maroules said they have a 

building permit application submitted that was tabled due to the COVID pandemic and they 

have not received any comments or feedback from the Building Department, and they are 

looking for the use at this time.   Mayor Hardy asked if the entry/exit would be on the North 

Street side.  Mr. Maroules answered that it was. There are three current doors on the North 

side of the building, and they would use the main access point.  A big part of this is 

maintaining the integrity of the existing structure that is there.  There is a block opening that 
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they may use as a door as well.  At this point, the plans indicate where the door would go, and 

potentially would block over the other holes that are there.  They hopefully will apply for 

some historical credit with this building, so it is the intent to maintain the integrity on the 

exterior that you see today.   

 

Mayor Hardy noted that the Public Hearing will remain open for 24 hours and close on 

December 8, 2020, at 6:16 pm.  

 

2.  Conduct a Public Hearing and Approve Ordinance Amendment for Section 7.44 of the 

UDO  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Adam Short 

  

Adam Short, Director of Planning, Inspections, and Code Enforcement stated after some 

discussions based on the previous item the Council and staff had some concerns about the 

presence of residential developments downtown.  Part of what they tried to do was to provide 

something for the Council to consider as a way to address that.  Mr. Short shared the 

proposed ordinance.  Section 7.44.2 addresses many of the concerns that have been discussed 

and say that residential units shall not be allowed on Queen Street frontage.  The effective 

language says:  For Queen Street, the B-2 (Central Business District), first-floor residential 

is prohibited unless the residential unit fronts on an intersecting street and the Queen 

Street portion of the street frontage is nonresidential, except as may be required solely for 

the ingress/egress.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent residential units 

on any floor from having an ingress/egress point on Queen Street or any upper floors from 

having residential units that front on Queen Street.  That removes any allowances for store 

frontages on Queen Street to be used for residential units.  That was an effort to mitigate 

what we have seen and address some of the concerns we have heard.  Councilmember Aiken 

stated that it was mentioned that some apartments on South Queen Street were grandfathered 

in.  They have frontal ingress into the apartments and asked if there were any others on 

Queen Street than the three apartments on South Queen Street near the barbershops.   Mr. 

Short stated he believed those were the only first-floor residential units that front on Queen 

Street.  Several locations have ingress/egress to back or upper story units that the access point 

is off Queen Street.  They are trying to strike a balance where the language was created to 

keep the unit itself off the storefront while the upper or any rear unit is still accessible.  Mr. 

Sears added that some buildings do not have rear access.  The only way to access the second 

floor would be through a first-floor entrance that would open on Queen Street.  Not 

everybody has rear or side access; that is for second or third-floor apartments.  Mr. Short 

noted that you do not want to cut someone off from having an ingress/egress point because it 

ties to a life-safety issue.  As for the existing units, they would be grandfathered in; allowed 

to exist as they are.  Mayor Hardy asked if that would be documented.  Mr. Sears stated that 

no additional language was required.   

 

 Mayor Pro Tem Solomon made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon 

a roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson and Mayor Pro Tem 

Solomon-Yes) of [5-0], the motion to enter into a public hearing was approved. 

 

Mayor Hardy opened the Public Hearing at 6:22 pm. 

 

There was no one present to speak in favor of or in opposition to this item.  
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Mayor Hardy noted that the Public Hearing will remain open for 24 hours and close on 

December 8, 2020, at 6:23 pm.  

 

 

3. Consider Approval of Bid Award to Municipal Engineering Services Company for 

Construction Administration and Inspection Services – Lawrence Heights-------------------  

Rhonda Barwick 

 

Rhonda Barwick, Public Services Director stated this is the Lawrence Heights water and 

sewer project, with Lawrence Heights being a subdivision near Old Snow Hill Road and 

Highland Avenue.  The City has advertised a Request for Qualifications to find a consultant to 

perform the construction administration and inspection services for the project.  Six responses 

were received, and a team was developed from the Public Services staff.  They reviewed the 

six submittals and chose the two top-rated firms.  Virtual interviews were held with the top 

two rated firms and the team recommends Municipal Engineering Services Company.  They 

have experience with similar projects and CDBG.  This project has a $2 million CDBG 

funding.  Ms. Barwick asked the Council to award the bid for qualification to Municipal 

Engineering Services Company and they will then negotiate the price.  Because this is an 

engineering firm you are first awarded the bid on qualifications and then you negotiate the 

price.  This will probably come back at the second meeting in January to award the bid on the 

dollar amount.  Mayor Hardy asked if we have worked with this company in the past.  Ms. 

Barwick responded that we are working with them now on the Water Asset Model and the 

Water Management Plan and are very satisfied with the work they have done so far. 

 

Councilmember Swinson asked if there will be a contingency fee tagged with this when it 

comes back.  Ms. Barwick said they generally ask for a contingency to be awarded to keep the 

project moving, but we would have to see what the negotiations are.  Councilmember Aiken 

asked what the projected date to start the project was.  Ms.  Barwick answered that because it 

is a CDBG Grant, they review everything to make sure it is done to their satisfaction.  If we 

stay on schedule, it is assumed that construction will begin in the April/May timeframe and it 

is a 6-8-month process once it begins.   

 

Mayor Pro Tem Solomon made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Swinson and 

upon a roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson and Mayor Pro Tem 

Solomon-Yes) of [5-0], the bid was awarded to Municipal Engineering Services Company. 
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4.  Consider CARES Funds Update and Approval of Expenditure of Remaining Funds ------  

Donna Goodson 

 

Donna Goodson, Finance Director gave an update of the expenses incurred for the CARES 

Funds monies received in the amount of $488,541.  Ms. Goodson reviewed the planned 

amount, what has been spent to date through December 1, 2020, and an estimate of what will 

be spent through the remainder of the year of $236,813.64.  The total expected expenditures 

of $446,793.14 and leaves a remaining balance for allocation of $41,747.86.  Each department 

was asked to provide an estimate of what it may be able to incur.  There are some manager 

recommended expenses listed.  She stated there was $41,000 to allocate with about $180,000 

in expenses estimated.  Mr. Sears shared that Public Services, Human Resources (with the 

Police Department), and the Warehouse request a total of $30,893 that leaves about $10,000.  

He discussed the remaining requests from the Planning Department, M.I.S., and the City 

Clerk.   

 

A discussion was held regarding the recommended items presented.  Mayor Pro Tem 

Solomon discussed the use and placement of the backpack sprayer requested by Human 

Resources for the Police Department and that it be documented to reflect that it is specifically 

assigned to the Police Department for the sake of clarity.   

 

Councilmember Suggs asked if there is another round of CARES funding, will the remaining 

items be considered a priority, and asked if there were any additional resources that we could 

seek out for these items.  Mr. Sears stated if there was any additional funding it would be 

brought to the Council.  Ms. Goodson stated that the criteria for the funds would need to be 

considered.   

 

Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and 

upon a roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson and Mayor Pro Tem 

Solomon-Yes) of [5-0], the CARES Funds update with the change to reflect the backpack 

be designated for the Police Department was approved. 
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Mr. Sears stated there was $10,400 remaining and if there was $17,000 due to the other areas 

coming in under their budget numbers as we get to the end, would he have the authorization to 

move forward with the cemetery purchase.  The Council agreed that it would be their 

recommendation.   

 

5.   Consider Approval of the City Council 2021 Meeting Schedule --------- Debra Thompson 
 

Debra Thompson, City Clerk presented the 2021 meeting schedule.  A discussion of the 

meetings being held on Tuesdays and Juneteenth (June 19th) was recognized as a floating 

holiday that would possibly conflict with the meeting day in future years, and Election Day 

conflicting on the first Tuesday of the month.        

Mayor Pro Tem Solomon made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a 

roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson and Mayor Pro Tem 

Solomon-Yes) of [5-0], the City Council 2021 meeting schedule was approved. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

1.  Consider Authorizing the Advertising and Hiring to Fill Vacant Positions in the Parks 

and Recreation Department ------------------------------------------------------------ Corey Povar 

 

Corey Povar, Parks and Recreation Director related that he was requesting to authorize 

positions for two Center Assistants at the Nature Center, two Assistant Groundskeepers at 

Grainger Stadium, and two Gymnastics Assistants at Emma Webb Gymnastics Center.  Mr. 

Povar discussed that the gymnastic program was previously approved for one Center 

Assistant and now the program was paused due to lack of staff.  He explained that there are 

animals at the Nature Center that need constant care and staff is needed to satisfy the permits 

that are in place.  He noted that per the agreement we have with the Wood Ducks, we are 

required to fill the position of Assistant Groundskeepers and have two individuals hired.   

 

Mayor Pro Tem Solomon started the discussion on the number of staff assigned to Grainger 

Stadium and the Nature Center and Councilmember Hardy inquired how the hiring process 

was being executed.  Mr. Povar related that the positions are externally posted, but anyone 

internal or external are eligible to apply.  Mr. Sears noted that he has a standing order that if 

you are a qualified internal applicant, you apply for the position, you are automatically 

interviewed.   

 

Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and upon a 

roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson and Mayor Pro Tem 

Solomon-Yes) of [5-0], the authorization to advertise and hire to fill the vacant positions 

was approved. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Solomon shared with Chief Dilday that as we prepare to get back on 

schedule at the Gymnastics Center at Emma Webb it would be extremely beneficial to have 

patrolmen in that area when the parents, children, and employees are coming in and out.  
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Chief Dilday stated he has been in contact with Corey, and the Park Rangers’ schedules as 

we begin to open up more things will depend on the activity in the park along with general 

patrol in those areas.   Mayor Hardy asked if we can run cameras in that area for monitoring.  

Mr. Sears said that we are trying to get fiber to that area and that would enhance our ability to 

monitor that area.  Mr. Thomas related that tomorrow they will be working on putting the 

fiber at Emma Webb and hopefully will be able to monitor the situation there a lot better. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

 

Consider Appointment of Two (2) Applicants to the Kinston/Lenoir County Parks & 

Recreation Commission --------------------------------------------------------------------- Corey Povar 

 

Corey Povar, Parks and Recreation Director said the Parks and Recreation Commission is 

hoping to appoint Steve Oliver (recently retired after 53 years) and Lauren Tyndall with the 

school system and they will be a huge addition to the board.  Mr. Povar shared that there is 

one other position open and the Parks and Recreation Commission is working to fill that one 

at this time. 

 

Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Hardy and upon 

a roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson and Mayor Pro Tem 

Solomon-Yes) of [5-0], the appointments of Steve Oliver and Lauren Tyndall were 

approved.   

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

James Cauley, City Attorney stated there was no report, but as a procedural matter, if the 

meeting was recessed and reconvened, the two Public Hearings that have been held open for 

24 hours could be addressed.  Also, we are in the 10-day upset bid period for the Peyton 

Avenue parcel authorized to advertise for upset bids (assuming there are no upset bids) and 

those items could rest until January 5, 2021.  Mayor Hardy asked if these could be addressed 

before 2021 and suggested to recess and reconvene on Monday, December 14, 2020, at 5:30 

pm.  There was a consensus from the Council to reconvene on Monday, December 14, 2020, 

at 5:30 pm. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

1.  Mr. Sears discussed where we are on the rise of COVID cases.  He and the Department Heads 

came together after Executive Order 180 regarding the additional requirements for face 

coverings and face masks and wanted to assure the Council and the public, that both 

internally and externally we are working to do our best to make sure that not only are we 

safe, but we are keeping the public safe.  Employees have been asked to keep their office 

doors shut, to conduct as much business as possible through the phone and emails, and limit 

personal contact even amongst ourselves.  We are adhering to the 3-Ws that the Council talks 
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about and wants them to know that we understand where we are, and we are taking that 

seriously. 

 

2.  Mr. Sears announced that this is Gloria Blake, HR Director’s last meeting and she will be 

retiring at the end of the month with 34.5 years of service.  He shared that Ms. Blake’s ability 

to recall employees’ names regardless of when they were hired and the amount of history that 

she has; the amount of history that she has and can remember important things that have 

happened in past cases will not be replaced.  He expressed to Ms. Blake how much he 

appreciated her service to the City and what her friendship has meant to him during this 

process.  Ms. Blake thanked Mr. Sears and shared that it has been a wonderful experience.  

The Mayor and Council thanked Ms. Blake for her service.  Mr. Sears said he will be naming 

Ms. Kerry Lea Mills as the Interim Human Resources Director. 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS 

 

Councilmember Aiken thanked Ms. Barwick and the road crew for the new pavement put down 

throughout the City.  He also noted that the money ($7,125) for membership with the ECCOG 

that was paid has been returned after the decision was made not to participate as members. 

 

Councilmember Hardy reiterated the need to continue to follow the 3-Ws. 

 

Councilmember Swinson thanked Ms. Blake for her service to the City and stated he has enjoyed 

his time and their conversations. 

 

Councilmember Aiken discussed that this is the season to be careful with their heating systems.  

Chief Locklear followed up that this is a good time to verify that your smoke alarms are in place 

and to check those.  He encouraged using space heating to please keep them away from 

flammable materials, to not overload the outlets, and to be careful of the use of extension cords.  

Chief Locklear also expressed that if you use a wood-burning fireplace to have your chimney 

checked and cleaned of late.  The smoke alarm program is in place and encouraged individuals to 

contact them and they will go out and inspect what you have, and that they are continuing to do 

installs as well. 

 

Mayor Hardy thanked the Police Chief for their diligence and effort in trying to keep the 

community safe and we look forward to 2021 and hope it brings a better year.  He announced 

COVID testing and food drives at Grainger Stadium on December 10 and December 18 from 

9:30 am-1 pm. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Solomon shared that on December 15th from 2-5 pm in conjunction with Old 

State a COVID testing and food drive will be held at Temple of Deliverance Worship Center. 
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Mayor Hardy related that we have tested over 40,000 individuals in Lenoir County so far and 

encourage everyone to continue the 3-Ws.  He noted that this is Pearl Harbor Day and read the 

history of Pearl Harbor on December 7th in 1941.  He thanked the members of the armed forces 

that gave their service and those who gave the ultimate sacrifice so that we could remain the 

“Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave” during the attack on Pearl Harbor.  Mayor Hardy 

read a quote from Ms. Evelyn Howell, the wife of Rear Admiral Paul Howell who was an Ensign 

during the attack.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was recessed at 7:26 pm to reconvene on December 14, 2020, at 5:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Debra Thompson, City Clerk 
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